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To explore the field of Florida history, to seek
and gather up the ancient chronicles in which its annals are

contained, to retain the legendary lore which may yet throw
light upon the past, to trace its monuments and remains, to
elucidate what has been written, to disprove the false and support the true, to do justice to the men who have figured in the
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ST. JOSEPH, AN EPISODE OF THE ECONOMIC
AND POLITICAL HISTORY OF FLORIDA
PART I
[No subject within the wide range of Florida’s history
has stirred a greater interest than St. Joseph. Because
of its quick rise to importance, its still more rapid decline, and the double tragedy of its extinction, an aspect of
romance has settled upon the dead town, heightened through
tradition and a haze of unreality engendered by the lack of
definite records of its life. Dr. Knauss, searching out and
bringing together these scanty records, gives us a light, for
the first time, to penetrate that mist. - Ed.]

Florida has a number of places within her borders
that were once the sites of flourishing settlements of
which nothing remains at the present time except
overgrown ruins. None of the others that flourished
since the beginning of the American occupation equal
in human interest and historical importance the town
of St. Joseph, located on the bay of the same name,
a short distance west of the Apalachicola River. Here
there occurred one of the most stirring fights made
by man in a courageous but futile effort to surmount
overwhelming natural and human obstacles. A study
of the struggle reveals many important events in the
state’s history. Here the first steam locomotive in
Florida was operated; probably the first (surely the
second) railroad of the region led to the town ; the
first and only constitutional. convention in territorial
days was held here; and the first important reportorial work by Florida journalists was done in connection with this meeting. In addition to these pioneer events, a consideration of the town’s history
sheds light on the economic conditions of the Apalachicola region (extending into Georgia and Alabama)
in the late thirties and early forties of the nineteenth
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century, on the financial outlook of the territory during this period, and on the political problems engaging the attention of the inhabitants. It would, therefore, seem well worthwhile to attempt to sketch the
circumstances surrounding the growth and decline of
St. Joseph.
The real history of the town may be said to begin
on March 17, 1835, when the Supreme Court of the
United States gave a unanimous decision in the case
of Colin Mitchell et al. v. the United States. 1 This case
was concerned with the question of the ownership of
1,250,000 acres of land in Middle Florida. A commercial house, Panton, Leslie and Co., starting activities
in Florida when England had possession of the territory between 1763 and 1784, had later obtained permission of the Spanish government to purchase this
large tract of land from the Indians in order to indemnify the company for losses suffered. This transaction with the natives was completed by a series of
treaties between 1804 and 1811. When Florida became territory of the United States, the question of
the legality of these purchases arose. After litigation extending over a period of seven years, first in
the Superior Court of Middle Florida and then in the
Supreme Court of the United States, a decision was
made, as stated above, by the latter tribunal in favor
of the successors of Panton, Leslie and Co.
In the fourteen years of American sovereignty
over Florida before the case was finally adjudicated,
immigrants had settled in the disputed area, apparently without paying any attention to the claims of
the company. The chief settlement in the contested
1
9 Peters 711-462. It is of interest to note that this was
the last case which the greatest of all the Chief Justices, John
Marshall, helped to decide, and that the last words written by
him in his official capacity were those refusing the plea of the
Attorney General for a continuation of the case.
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district was Apalachicola, of whose history prior
to 1835 very little is known. 2 Its location at the mouth
of the Apalachicola River seemed to insure a great future for the infant town, since the stream appeared
destined to become the main commercial outlet for
the rich cotton district of western Georgia and eastern Alabama. The enthusiastic settlers probably
dreamed of a city that would rival New Orleans. In
May, 1833, a newspaper, The Advertiser, sure sign of
a boom in those days, was started by R. Dinsmore
Westcott. 3 Commerce increased so rapidly that forty
thousand bales of cotton were shipped from the harbor in 1835 4 and numerous steamers plied up and down
the river.
The bustling, thriving, and optimistic Apalachicolians were not inclined to pay tribute to the people
to whom the United States Supreme Court had allotted the land. They looked about for a way to escape supporting the Apalachicola Land Co., an organization started by the successors of Panton, Leslie and
Co., and yet not lose the profitable trade of the region.
Somebody suggested the founding of a rival town on
St. Joseph’s Bay, 5 some twenty-eight miles to the
2
We know that a settlement was there in 1826, since 500
bales of cotton were exported from St. Andrews Bay and Apalachicola during the season ending Sept. 30, 1826. (See Pensacola
Gazette, October 27, 1826).
3
See James 0. Knauss: Territorial Florida Journalism,
DeLand, 1926, pp. 29, 109. It is unfortunate that not a single
copy of this paper can be located. The Advertiser would give
many
details about the origin of St. Joseph.
4
Apalachicola Gazette, March 10, 1836.
5
The bay had been the scene of earlier settlements. At
least one fort had been erected there by the French. (See
Roberts: An Account of the First Discovery and Natural Histoy of Florida, London, 1763, p. 12.) According to G. M.
West: Old St. Jo, St. Andrews, Florida, 1922, p. 4, the earliest interment in the St. Joseph cemetery was in 1831, the date
found on one of the few remaining gravestones. This may
prove that there was a straggling village here before 1835 or
it may simply mean a removal of these bones from some other
place (let us say Apalachicola!) and a reinterment at St. Joseph.
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northwest. Since Apalachicola was at the extreme
western limit of the Forbes Purchase, 6 the new settlement would not be within the jurisdiction of the hated
company. It was, however, located in such close proximity to the river that the enthusiastic malcontents
believed they could divert the stream’s commerce and
thus ruin the old town.
The project was one that might have made reasonable men in more normal times hesitate. It was not
only a question of erecting a new town, with wharves
and other trading facilities, but means of easy and
cheap transportation had to be devised between the
river and the bay. A bayou, called Lake Wimico, extended from the river to within a distance of eight
miles from the proposed city. This lake, it was believed, would furnish an easy passage for steamers,
after some dredging had been done. The intervening
land could be crossed either by canal or by railroad.
In addition to these obstacles there also seemed some
doubt whether the bay was deep enough for ocean
steamers. However, the promoters were undaunted,
and began the most remarkable undertaking that
Florida had seen up to that time, or was destined to
see for many years to come.
Even before the decision of the Supreme Court
was given, the Lake Wimico and St. Joseph Canal Co.
had been incorporated by the Legislative Council. of
Florida to connect the lake with the bay. 7 Now the
work was rapidly pushed. In May, 1835, parties were
dispatched to explore the lake, and naturally their reports were very favorable. Another party began sound6

The land belonging to the tract bought by Panton, Leslie

and Co. from the Indians was called the Forbes Purchase, be-

cause the name of the company was changed to John Forbes
and Co. after the decease of Panton, John Forbes now becoming the senior member of the firm.
7
1835 Acts,
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ing the channel of the bay. At about the same time surveyors 8 started to lay out the new town, which was to
be called St. Joseph. The plan of the place provided
for wide streets, “in order to give a free circulation
to the sea-breezes”, which would make it healthy and
salubrious. 9 The streets were laid out at right angles
and had such characteristic names as Bay, Commerce,
Palmetto, Magnolia, Washington and Columbus. 10
On June 13 the subscription books of the canal company were opened at Apalachicola, and in a few minutes the entire stock was taken. It is significant that
the Apalachicolians held three-eighths of the stock, the
merchants of Columbus, Georgia, another threeeighths, while the remaining quarter was bought by
Tallahasseeans. 11 This shows clearly the chief interests backing the project. In addition to the discontented residents of the old town, the support of the
commercial powers of western Georgia was a potent
factor in the development of St. Joseph. We can readily imagine why they were interested. Their investments in Apalachicola were threatened by the decision
of the Federal tribunal, and hence their feelings were
similar to those of the residents of that city. The
purchase of one quarter of the stock by persons in
Tallahassee proves that the venture was also a child
of the economic conditions then prevailing over the
entire country. This was one of the recurring periods
of intensive speculation and overdevelopment, which
economists now recognize as one of the phases of a
business cycle. Everywhere there was a wild orgy of
8

According to one account, the site of the city was chosen
by a Capt. Gottsborough.
9
All this information is found in an article in the Pensacola Gazette of June 20, 1835, copied from The Advertiser of
Apalachicola.
10
West, op. cit., p. 13.
11
Jacksonville Courier, July 2, 1835, quoting the Tallahassee Floridian.
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real estate development, aided by cheap paper money
issued by banks with enormous capitals. The chief
financial institution of Florida was the Union Bank,
with headquarters at Tallahassee. With its large apparent assets, any project which interested its stockholders was bound to be a success, even if temporary
and fictitious. 12 The interest of the banks in St. Joseph is often brought to light. Thus in 1836 it was
claimed that the Presidents of the Union Bank of Florida, of the Bank of Columbus, and of the Commercial
Bank of Apalachicola, and the ex-President of the
Bank of Marianna, were financially interested in the
town. 13 In the same year Ben Chaires, a banker and
planter of Tallahassee, was president of the Lake
Wimico and St. Joseph Canal and Railroad Co. 14 This
close connection between the banks and the town must
always be remembered by those who wish to understand its history.
The next steps taken by the promoters were the
construction of a railroad from Lake Wimico to the
bay, and the erection of terminal facilities at both
ends. Towards the close of October, or at the very
beginning of November, 1835, it was reported that
one hundred carpenters and two hundred laborers
were employed on the railroad and that two or three
hundred more were daily expected from the north. 15
The exact date of the completion of the railroad is not
12
For banking in Florida, see Caroline Mays Brevard: A
History of Florida from. the Treaty of 1763 to Our Own. Times,
edited by James Alexander Robertson, DeLand, 1924, Vol.- 3, pp.
13
Apalachicola Gazette, May 4, 1836. This authority may
be doubtful as the paper did everything possible to discredit
the St.
Joseph undertaking.
14
St. Joseph Times, October 24, 1838, in an advertisement
dated August 13, 1836. The words “and Railroad” had been
added
by the Legislative Council, 1836 Acts, p. 8.
15
Pensacola Gazette, November 14, 1835, in an article from
The Advertiser.
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known, but in an advertisement dated August 13,
1836, it was announced that the storage houses and
wharf on Lake Wimico were completed, that those on
the bay were almost finished, and that the railroad
with passenger and freight cars, and two improved
Baldwin locomotives were ready for work. 16 It may
be that the road had been completed in the spring,
and that mule power had been used as a means of locomotion at first, but it is improbable that much business had been done, as the advertisement specifically
stated that the directors of the company had refrained
until then “from fixing a date for the completion of
the works of the company.”
The formal opening of the new road probably occurred on Monday, September 5, 1836, for the newspapers of Florida and Georgia give an account of the
events of that day thus -- 17
LOCOMOTIVES IN FLORIDA. -- On Monday, the 5th
inst., a Locomotive drawing a train of twelve cars
containing upwards of 300 passengers passed over
the railroad, connecting the flourishing town of St.
Joseph with the Apalachicola River. The trip, a distance of eight miles, was performed in the short space
of twenty-five minutes. The engineer is confident,
from the superiority of the road and engine, that the
route can be accomplished in eight minutes. 18
While the railroad was being completed, the promoters were not idle in other directions. The shoals
,
16
17

St. Joseph Times, October 24, 1838.
Georgian of Savannah, September 24, 1836, taken from
the Floridian
of Tallahassee of September 17.
18
Whether this road or the one from Tallahassee to St.
Marks was the first one in Florida is not known, although Brevard, op. cit., Vol. I, p. 176, gives precedence to the St. Marks
venture. This statement seems to be made without sufficient
proof. There is no doubt whatsoever which road employed the
first steam locomotive. The locomotive at St. Joseph antedated
by more than a year the first one at Tallahassee, which began
operations either in November or December, 1837. (See Floridian, December 30, 1837).
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at the mouth of Lake Wimico were removed and the
channel widened. 19 The sale of the lots of the new
town was announced for December 14, 1835. 20 The
settlement was incorporated by an act of the Legislative Council of 1836. This provided for the establishment of a free school, for the support of the poor, for
the regulation of taverns, markets and quarantine, in
addition to prescribing the form of government. 21
The Bank of St. Joseph, with a capital of $l,OOO,OOO,
and the St. Joseph Insurance Co., with a capita1 of
the same amount, were also incorporated by this session of the council. 22 It must be added, however, that
both of these enactments were annulled in July, 1836,
by the United States Congress. 23
The necessity for advertising for the successful
development of the new enterprise was not forgotten.
The home office of the publicity department was apparently The Advertiser of Apalachicola, still in the
hands of R. Dinsmore Westcott. In November, 1835,
he issued the first number of the St. Joseph Telegraph,
although he probably still had his publication office
in Apalachicola. Soon afterwards the two papers
were merged, if indeed the old journal was not permanently suspended before the new one appeared.
Some time before March 10, 1836, the Telegraph was
moved to St. Joseph. 24 Westcott and his superiors
were extremely energetic in advertising the town, and,
it must be admitted, their rival, the Apalachicola
Land Co., was just as industrious in decrying it, with
the result that every Florida newspaper of the period
and many in the adjacent states were filled with ma19
20
21

St. Joseph Times, October 24, 1838.
Pensacola Gazette, October 21, 1835.
1836 Acts, p. 25.
22
1836 Acts, p. 49 and p. 57, respectively.
23
Brevard, op. cit., Vol. I, pp. 220-221.
24
Apalachicola Gazette March 10, 1836,
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terial relating to the enterprise. So many communications poured in on the editor of the Floridian of
Tallahassee that he gave notice that he would publish
no articles about Apalachicola and St. Joseph except
as paid advertisements. 25 Before the end of July,
1836, Westcott was superseded by Peter W. Gautier,
Jr., a man whose name was destined to become so
closely allied with St. Joseph in the popular mind,
that whenever people spoke of the one they also
thought of the other. 26
Gautier was the son of Peter W. Gautier, a Methodist Episcopal minister of Georgia, who had settled
on St. Andrews Bay in 1827. Later the family moved
to Marianna, where the son practiced law and became
active in politics. At the same time he conducted a
hotel at that place. In March, 1836, we find him proprietor of the City Hotel in Apalachicola. What induced him to become the editor of the Telegraph is
not known, but he was undoubtedly the right man for
the place. He was the best stylist among the newspaper men of the territory ; he was keen, shrewd and
decidedly not over-scrupulous. His paper, the name
of which he changed to the St. Joseph Times in November, 1836, became the most quoted sheet in Florida, chiefly because of his wit and cleverness.
A description of living conditions in St. Joseph
at the height of the boom has come down to us. R. J.
Moses, the secretary of the railroad, wrote an account
of his experiences 27 when he tried to secure living ac25

Floridian, March 19, 1336.
Practically all of the material on the newspapers and the
editors is obtained from Knauss, op. cit., pp. 29, 30, 31, 32, 76,
77, 111,
113.
27
A copy of a part of this journal is in the possession of
J. C. Yonge, Pensacola. According to internal evidence, the original was written more than thirty years later, after the Civil
War. It must accordingly be handled with caution as historical source material.
26
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commodations in the town in 1837 or 1838. After he
had unsuccessfully attempted to rent a house for six
hundred dollars a year, he had one made to order at
Charleston, South Carolina, for three hundred dollars.
However, wages were so high in St. Joseph that the
final cost of the house after erection was four thousand dollars.
When men of prominence and influence engage
in a costly undertaking and enter into such bitter rivalries as did the Apalachicola Land Co. and the promoters of St. Joseph, the scene of action will almost
inevitably be at times transferred to the political
arena. The “Saints,” as they were popularly called,
immediately attempted to retard the development of
the old town through legislative enactment. With the
representative, E. J. Wood, 28 of Franklin County, which
at that time included in its boundaries the two towns,
taking the lead, a bill was rushed through the Legislative Council of 1836, removing the county seat from
Apalachicola to St. Joseph. 29 This was undoubtedly
a case of “cast-iron nerve” on the part of the Saints,
for the construction of their town had hardly begun
at the time when the law was approved on January
17, 1836. But alas! sometimes fortune does not favor
the bold ; the national Congress annulled the law.
Probably the chief cause of this annulment was the
activity of Joseph M. White, the territorial delegate
to Congress who was interested in the Apalachicola
Land Co., being one of the trustees appointed to sell
its lands. 30 White did everything in his power to28
Wood was one of the leaders of the St. Joseph project.
He was a director of the Lake Wimico and St. Joseph Canal and
Railroad Co., one of the incorporators of the St. Joseph Insurance Co. and of the St. Joseph Bank. He built Convention
Hall in which the Constitutional Convention met in December,
1838.29 (See Apalachicola Gazette, December 5, 1838).
1836 Acts, p. 1.
3O
Apalachicola Gazette, March 17, 1836.
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thwart the growth of St. Joseph. 31 His activity in
this direction may have been one of the causes of his
retirement in 1837 from the position of territorial
delegate, an office that he had held for twelve years.
His successor, Charles Downing, was less hostile to
the town. 32
The attempt of 1836 was not the last one to remove the seat of county government from Apalachicola. The bill was reenacted in 1837 with the following caustic preamble : “Whereas the Legislative
Council of the Territory of Florida at the last session . . . . . . . . upon a petition of the inhabitants
of Franklin County . . . . . . . enacted and declared
the city of St. Joseph to be the public site of said
County, and whereas, the said Act has been annulled
by the Congress of the United States, contrary to
usage and the local rights of the people of Florida ;
and whereas a large majority of the citizens of Franklin County at a recent election have expressed by vote
their preference as to the location of the county
seat. . . . . . . . 33 The United States Congress apparently remained obdurate, and Apalachicola con31
See, for instance, his long letter to a gentleman in New
York, published in the Apalachicola Gazette of March 10, 1836,
and another one in the same paper of March 31, 1836.
32
See his letter in the St. Augustine News of May, 1840, in
which he urges the U. S. Congress to appropriate money for
the erection of a jail and courthouse at St. Joseph.
33
1837 Acts, p. 3. The part of this article relating to the
political game may, in its emphasis on the role played by the
leading individuals, not do justice to the influence of public
opinion. This was undoubtedly in favor of St. Joseph at first,
In 1836, E. J. Wood declared that four-fifths of the enfranchised inhabitants of Franklin County had voted for him,
after he had openly pledged himself in favor of St. Joseph.
(See Apalachicola Gazette, April 9, 1836.) On the other hand,
the loyal citizens of Apalachicola drew up in 1836 a petition
beseeching the Legislative Council not to remove the seat of
government, -a petition that did not arrive in Tallahassee
until the bill had been approved. (See Apalachicola Gazette,
March 10, 1836.)
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tinued to be the seat of government for Franklin
County.
The next political move was the annual election of
a delegate to the Legislative Council of the territory.
St. Joseph proposed Peter W. Gautier, Jr., while the
opponents put up Hiram Manley. 34 The former, wellknown and popular, was elected, much to the consternation of the supporters of the old town. 35 However, during the next session of the Council he displayed as much wisdom as shrewdness. The two important bills passed by the body which related to St.
Joseph were in, all probability sponsored by him. The
first one provided for the formation of a new county,
to be known as Calhoun, from portions of Franklin,
Washington and Jackson Counties. St. Joseph was
chosen as the county seat. It was probably the wisest
thing that could be done under the circumstances and
was so recognized by the Apalachicolians, whose public spokesman, the Apalachicola Gazette, commented
thus : “The Legislative Council will thus be free (if
their powers should prove equal to the task), to legislate their city into something like nominal importance,
without running foul of our rights and interests.“ 36
The other law mentioned above designated St. Joseph as the meeting place of the convention that was to
draw up a constitution for Florida. 37 This may be
considered the greatest political triumph ever won
by the Saints. In the passage of the bill, Gautier’s
hand appeared more than once. The opposing Gazette
quoted a letter from him in the issue of February 7,
saying that the bill was now up for the third reading.
On the 19th, after the law had passed, the same paper
34
35
36
37

Apalachicola
Apalachicola
Apalachicola
Apalachicola

Gazette, October 4, 1837.
Gazette, November 11, 1837.
Gazette, January 27, 1838.
Gazette, February 19, 1838.
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declared, “Says Fizzy 38 to Peter, scratch my back and
I’ll tickle your elbow.” Since the proposition suited
the fancy of both parties, Peter scratched the bank
and Fizzy tickled the town. Honors did not come
singly to Gautier, for almost coincidently he was appointed by the United States Government, Marshal
of the Western District of Florida. 39
After St. Joseph had been chosen as the convention town, the promoters and inhabitants began to
make active preparations for the reception of the notables. E. J. Wood had charge of the erection of a
building in which it was hoped that the meetings
would be held, 40 although the edifice of the Methodist
Episcopal Church was also available. 41 Wood’s place,
which was called Convention Hall, had its interior
walls hung with portraits of famous statesmen,- that
of Washington being placed above the chair of the
presiding officer, and those of contemporary living
statesmen on the side walls. 42 The energetic Gautier,
sensing the importance of the occasion and realizing
the money value of complete reports of the convention, made thorough preparations to secure full accounts of the proceedings. He engaged another man
to assist him in taking notes while the Convention
was in session. 43 This was the first real reportorial
work of any magnitude attempted in Florida. The
portions of these reports that are still in existence
38

Probably Richard Fitzpatrick, member of the Council
from39Dade County.
He had already
Apalachicola Gazette, March 5, 1838
been clerk of the U. S. District of Middle Florida in 1836. (See
Apalachicola
Gazette, July 27, 1836.)
40
See note 28.
41
See Journal of the Proceedings of a Convention of Delegates to form a Constitution for the People of Florida, held at
St. Joseph, December, 1838. (Hereafter to be referred to, as
Journal),
St. Joseph, 1839, p. 12.
42
St. Joseph Times, March 23, 1839.
43
Floridian of Tallahassee, December 15, 1838.
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form a valuable part of our knowledge of the convention. 44
The voters of Calhoun County also showed a wise
interest in the approaching event by electing as delegates two men who in prestige and ability ranked
among the foremost in the gathering of the territory’s
representatives. One was William P. Duval, a native
of Virginia, who had come to the territory in 1821 as
first judge of East Florida, 45 and had been governor
from 1822 to 1834. In a thorough knowledge of Florida’s problems and needs, he was the outstanding figure of the convention. The other member from Calhoun was Richard C. Allen. He had been closely associated with St. Joseph almost from its beginning,
having been one of the directors of the Lake Wimico
and St. Joseph Canal and Railroad Company as early
as 1836. 46 At the time of his death in 1841, he was
judge of the United States Court, District of Apalachicola. 47
We can imagine the tense excitement of the Saints
as Monday, December 3, the day set for the opening of
the convention, approached. When the delegations
from East and Middle Florida arrived on the steamer
New Castle from St. Marks, either late on Saturday
or some time on Sunday, 48 the residents of the town
knew that the long awaited day was at hand. When
the meeting was called to order at twelve o’clock noon
on December 3, forty-six members were present 49 out
44

Most of Gautier’s reports that are preserved are found in
Knauss, op. cit., pp. 129-226.
45
Brevard, op. cit., Vol. [, p. 72.
46
St. Joseph Times, October 24, 1838.
47
Star of Florida, of Tallahassee, August 18, 1841.
48
The New Castle left St. Marks with the delegations on
Saturday (see Floridian, December 8, 1838), but whether the
steamer
entered St. Joseph Bay or Lake Wimico is not known.
49
Apalachicola Gazette, December 5, 1838.
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of a total of fifty-six. 50 After a temporary organization had been perfected, one of the residents of St.
Joseph, the Rev. Peter W. Gautier, opened the convention with prayer. Little work was done an the
first day, except to examine the credentials of the
members. Then the convention adjoured until the
next day, thus giving the delegates and the inhabitants a further opportunity to get acquainted. 51
The Saints learned to know some of the most influential men in the history of American Florida prior
to 1870. There were present at least two, probably
three, future governors of Florida: Robert Raymond
Reid, at the time of the convention United States
Judge of the East District of Florida and within a
year destined to succeed Richard K. Call as territorial
governor; William Marvin of Key West, who more
than twenty-five years later was chosen provisional
governor at the close of the Civil War; and Thomas
Brown of Leon County, probably the same man who
was governor of the state from 1849 to 1853. The
first three United States Senators from Florida were
members of the convention: James D. Westcott, Jr.,
David Levy Yulee, 52 and Jackson Morton. The last
mentioned was destined to be chosen as a delegate to
a convention historically much more important than
any gathering ever held in Florida, the famous convention held in Montgomery, Alabama, in February,
1861, which drew up the provisional constitution of
the Confederate States of America and elected Jefferson Davis to the presidency of the Confederacy. 53
50
Journal, p. 4. This number includes the delegates from
Hillsborough
Co., from which no returns had been received.
51
This article will discuss the famous convention from one
angle only, namely, the viewpoint of the residents of St. Joseph.
It is the second most notable political gathering in Florida’s
history, the Secession Convention of 1861 alone being more
important.
52
His name at this time was David Levy.
53
Brevard, op. cit., Vol. II, pp. 51-52.
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Five of them sat in the Secession Convention which
declared the state no longer a member of the Union,
in January, 1861: John McGehee, who became president of the Secession Convention, 54 George T. Ward,
Samuel B. Stephens, Jackson Morton, and Benjamin
D. Wright. E. Carrington Cabell became a Florida
representative in the United States Congress. At
least five members of the future Supreme Court of the
state were members of the St. Joseph Constitutional
Convention: Walker Anderson, Benjamin D. Wright,
Thomas Baltzell, Leslie A. Thompson, and Albert G.
Semmes. The first three became chief justices. Not
only were the future political and judicial leaders of
the state at this gathering, but the two greatest newspaper editors of territorial Florida were delegates:
Benjamin D. Wright, the able editor and publisher of
the Pensacola Gazette, and Cosam Emir Bartlett, the
clever and kindly leader of the Apalachicola Gazette,
who was no stranger in St. Joseph, and who was respected if not liked there. Another able editor, Joshua
Knowles of the Florida Watchman of Tallahassee, was
chosen secretary of the Convention, but he was of
course not a delegate. Later he became an eminent
publisher, minister of the, gospel, and public man in
Georgia. All in all, it may be truthfully said that never
before nor since have so many able men been gathered
at one time in a Florida town, and that town not four
years old. 55
The people of St. Joseph had ample opportunity
to become acquainted with these celebrities, as the
convention continued in session to January 11, - a
54
See the April and October numbers (1926) of the Quarterly55for material on Judge McGehee.
Most of the information about the subsequent activities
of the delegates was obtained from the works of Brevard and
Knauss, and from Rowland H. Rerick: Memoirs of Florida,
Atlanta, 1902.
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duration three times as long as had been anticipated. 56
Though the proceedings ordinarily were of little interest to the populace, there were occasions when the attention of almost everybody was aroused. Their delegate, Duval, lost the chairmanship of the convention
by one vote to Judge Reid, 57 but as a partial compensation for this disappointment he was made chairman
of the committee on the executive department, and
Allen of the committee on the judicial department. 58
Through all the sessions, these two men played very
prominent parts. During the final days, when the
outlook for the successful completion of the constitution was very dark, when the convention had come to
an apparent stalemate over the adoption of the important Article XIII on “Banks and other Corporations” after long, tedious and acrimonious debates,
then Allen saved the day by proposing on January 5
the fourteenth section of the article, which was immediately adopted by an overwhelming vote. 59 With
the signing of the completed document on the afternoon of January 11, 1839, St. Joseph was assured of
a prominent place in the annals of Florida.
It is unfortunate that we do not know how the inhabitants viewed this long stay of the delegates.
Doubtless there were social events, but no record of
them has come down to us. In fact, these events may
have not been so numerous as one imagines, for the
sessions were long and arduous, and beginning with
the week of December 24, the convention took no holiday except Sundays. If the occasion may have been
disappointing from a social standpoint, it must certainly have been a success for, economic and advertising purposes. The merchants and printer undoubtedly profited. The latter, Peter W. Gautier, Jr., not
56

dress.

See
Journal, p. 118, in the presiding officer’s farewell ad57
Journal, p. 6. 58 Journal, p. 12. 59 Journal, p. 86.
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only did the miscellaneous work, such as printing two
hundred copies of the rules of order of the convention, 60 but also published one thousand copies of the
Journal and five hundred copies of the constitution. 61
This ranks St. Joseph with Pensacola and Tallahassee,
the only three places where official territorial pamphlets and books were published.
No matter how eager the inhabitants of Calhoun
County had been to have the convention meet in its
borders, they were not satisfied with the results of
the delegates’ deliberations. This dissatisfaction was
plainly manifested when the voters of St. Joseph in
the election held in the following May cast but fifty
votes in favor of the constitution and two hundred
and thirty-three against the instrument-the largest
adverse majority recorded. 62 What were the causes
of this overwhelming opposition cannot be determined. It may have been due to the fact that the
banks of the territory were not well protected by the
constitution, or too well protected. Both of these apparently contradictory reasons were advanced by the
opponents of the instrument. It seems probable that
many of the Saints believed that the constitution did
not safeguard the financial interests sufficiently, for
we must remember that the future of the town was,
in their opinion, to a large extent dependent upon the
banks. This supposition is strengthened by the fact
that the Apalachicolians, who were not so closely
connected with the banks, were almost evenly divided
on the question of ratification. 63
Journal, p. 10.
Journal, p. 67.
62
Quincy Sentinel, February 19, 1841. The official report
of Gov. Reid to the legislature. The territory as a whole, however, adopted the constitution by a very small majority.
63
Apalachicola Gazette, May 11, 1839.
60

61
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After the convention, politics was not to any great
extent used as a means to advance the interests of
the town. It is true that Peter W. Gautier, Jr., after
having been elected without opposition to the Florida
House of Representatives in the fall of 1840, 64 was
chosen speaker of that body in 1841. 65 This honor,
however, was bestowed upon him, not to help St. Joseph, but to show the esteem in which he was held by
his colleagues.
JAMES OWEN KNAUSS.
[The remainder of this article will appear in the

next number.]

,

64
The Commercial Advertiser, October 17, 1840. This issue
also declared that Gautier was “decidedly one of the most agreeable and correct writers in the Union. We add no more, for
praise often spoils youths of promise.”
65
Pensacola Gazette, January 16, 1841, et al.
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THE REVEREND JAMES SEYMOUR, S. P. G.
MISSIONARY IN FLORIDA
When the Floridas became English territory, in
1763, there was the characteristic effort to reproduce
in the new province whatever the mother country
deemed essential. In less than a year Anglican missionaries were on the ground ; and we find a record
of nine clergymen “licensed to the plantations by the
Bishops of London from the year 1745 inclusive”. 1
Those missionaries of the Church of England, with
the dates and assignments, were:John
John
John
John

Forbes
Frazer
Leadbetter
Kennedy

E AST F LORIDA
May 5, 1764
March 23, 1769
Nov. 8, 1773
Dee. 24, 1776

W EST F LORIDA
Samuel Bart
May 5, 1764
William Dawson
July 2, 1764
William Gordon
Aug. 8, 1767
Nathaniel Cotton March 2, 1768
George Chapman
May 3, 1773

St. Augustine
(not given)
St. Augustine
St. Marks
Mobile
Pensacola
(not given)
(not given)
Pensacola

Just what was accomplished by these men has
never been ascertained. The records of the Society for
the Propagation of the Gospel have been searched in
vain for their letters and reports. 2 Perhaps they
were sent by the Bishop of London, independent of
the Society. It may be noted that Mr. Forbes is mentioned as still residing in St. Augustine in 1771; and
1
Fulham MMS., reprinted in Protestant Episcopal Collections,2 1851, p. 112.
Rev. A. Macleod Murray of the Oversea Department of
that organization is unable to vouch for the assumption that
they were, S. P. G. missionaries.
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the Rev. John Frazer is recorded as “Parson at Mosquito.” There was a substantial church built at St.
Augustine ; and “the first services - other than Roman
Catholic-were held in the building which stood on
the site of the Spanish bishop’s palace. Later a
church was built on George Street, of which Mr.
Forbes was rector. Governor Grant presented the
parish with a glebe extending from the gates of the
city to the outer lines. A mission was established at
Pensacola a1so." 3
The Society for the Propagation of the Gospel,
that venerable organization which has carried the
Gospel into distant lands for two centuries and a quarter, owes its inception to the desire to assist the

SEAL OF THE S. P. G.
A minister with an open Bible in his hand stands on the
prow of a ship in full sail, making for a point of land on which
there are people with arms outstretched. They are saying:
Transiens adjuva nos. (Come over and help us.)
3
E. Clowes Chorley, How Our Church Came to Florida.
Spirit of Missions, Feb. 1917, p. 123.
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American colonists and make converts of the Indians.
Its activities have broadened constantly. In the words
of the late Bishop Doan of Albany, “S. P. G. is venerable and venerated the world over, because it has
always listened for and heard the call, ‘Come over and
help us’; across seas, pathless until the mission-ship
made a wake in them, glowing with other than the
phosphorescent light of ordinary wakes, through wilderness, trackless until they were trodden by the feet
of men shod with the preparation of the Gospel of
Peace; and over continents whose primeval forests the
missionary blazed with the Sign of the Cross.”
It was in 1701 that King William III granted a
charter to the Society ; it being represented,
That in many of our Plantations, Colonies and Factories beyond the Seas, the Provision for Ministers was very mean;
and many others of our Plantations, Colonies and Factories
were wholly destitute and unprovided of a Maintenance for
Ministers and the Publick Worship of God; and that for lack
of Support and Maintenance for such many wanted the administration of God’s Word and Sacraments, and seemed to be
abandon’d to Atheism and Infidelity.

From its beginning, the Society was most active
in furnishing missionaries to the provinces. Nearly
all the Church of England ministers in the Carolinas
and Georgia, prior to the Revolutionary War, were
supported or selected by the S. P. G. New Jersey,
Pennsylvania, New York, and the New England colonies were liberally supplied by the Society.
Among the Society’s missionaries in Georgia was
the Rev. James Seymour, who was stationed at Augusta from 1772. He appears to have toiled diligently
in his hard and exposed field ; but the beginning of
the War brought personal trials, as his sympathies
were with the British. He was imprisoned for a
while ; then he went to Savannah (1780) as a refugee,
without parish or stipend, and endeavored to support
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himself and his dependent family by teaching school. 4
Eventually he made his escape to St. Augustine ; and
there officiated until the Spaniards took possession of
Florida. Then he started for the Bahamas and died
on his way, in 1784. Some references to his ministry
in Florida have been discovered in the archives of
the S. P. G.; and, as they throw light on contemporaneous history and give some insight into the struggles of a Tory missionary, they are now published:5

A letter has reached the Society from the Rev. Mr. Sey-

mour, who was the Missionary at Augusta in Georgia, from

which place he was compelled to fly, after having sustained
very grievous losses and sufferings, as hath been particularized in former Abstracts. He escaped to Augustine, from
whence the letter is dated, and where he was the officiating
Minister, and was to remain till the Spaniards should take
possession of that place. He is entirely at a loss how to dispose of himself and his distressed family, but proposed to go
to Providence, in the Bahamas, where he requests the Society
to settle him, if there should be no other Clergyman there.
But it is more than probable that St. John’s is filled again by
Mr. Barker’s return; but the Mission at Harbor Island and
Eluethera is open.

At the General Meeting of the Society, held November 21, 1783,

“The Committee reported that they had read the following letters to them referred:From the Rev. Mr. Seymour, dated St. Augustine, June 7,
1783; acquainting the Society that he is to do the duty in St.
Augustine for the Honble: and Rev. Mr. Forbes during his
absence, or until the Spaniards take possession of the Province.
To Mr. Forbes and Sir James Wright, Mr. Seymour refers the
Society for an account of his losses and sufferings, as well as
the present great distress of himself and family.
The inhabitants of his Parish in Georgia, have lately wrote
to him, proffering their services to have his name taken out
of the Bill of Confiscation, if he will return and live among
4
Sermon preached by Bishop Stevens at 50th Convention,
Diocese
of Georgia, 1872.
5
S. P. G. Annual Report for 1783, p. 45.
6
S. P. G. Journal, Vol. XXIII, pp. 195-196.
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them. He was much beloved by these people as a Clergyman;
and nothing but the present unhappy system of politics could
ever have induced him to leave them. He is much at a loss
what answer to return them; and would have been glad of the
Society’s advice on the occasion. When he leaves St. Augustine, he intends to go to Providence, where, if no clergyman be
already appointed, he requests the Society to nominate.
He has lately drawn for his half-year’s salary, and hopes
his bill will be duly honoured.
AGREED to recommend, that if Mr. Seymour
shall repair to Providence, the Society will confirm him
there with the continuance of his present salary for
some time longer.
RESOLVED to agree with the Committee.

At the General Meeting of May 21, 1784,

7
The Committee reported that they had read the following
letters to them referred:From the Rev. Mr. Seymour, dated St. Augustine in East
Florida, 14th February, 1784; acquainting the Society, that,
Mr. Forbes, having found it necessary to go to Europe for the
benefit of his health, he, (Mr. Seymour) remained to attend
the cure of St. Augustine; which, owing to the great accession
of Loyalists from the two Carolinas and Georgia, had turned
out an exceeding hard one. Mr. Forbes, to whom Mr. Seymour had recommended the Society for farther information
concerning him, is since dead; and since he left Florida, there
has not been another Protestant Clergyman, of any denomination, besides Mr. Seymour, in all that country. A Dr. Turnbull, having, several years ago, carried out a considerable number of Minorcans to East Florida, as servants, a Roman priest
attended them, who, being a very discreet and prudent man,
has been much respected for his good conduct in Florida.
In his letter of last June, Mr. Seymour applied to the Society to be appointed to the Bahamas, if no other person had
been appointed. He now repeats the request. His health has
lately been, and, he blesses God, still is, very good: and as he
has been used to a warm. climate, which now agrees with him,
he dreads the severe winters of Nova Scotia.
While Mr. Forbes remained in Florida, he, (Mr. Seymour)
frequently went to the more remote parts of the Province;
and particularly, to a large Settlement on St. John’s River.
7

S. P. G. Journal, Vol. XXIII, pp. 333-336.
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The People were thankful for his services; and behaved to him
with generosity. They invited him to reside among them; as
he would have done, had not the Articles of Peace arrived, and
put an end to all such hopes.
The Society’s bounty, the Surplice fees, and a small benefit from the Garrison, have just enabled him to keep alive his
unfortunate family. There seems not to be the least prospect
of their ever receiving the least compensation from the Americans for the losses his family sustained among them: though
the Inhabitants of his Parish have earnestly desired it.
The Spaniards are daily expected; as the Governor has
officially given public notice of the emigration. Mr. Seymour
finds it prudent and necessary to remain with the Governor
and Garrison to the last.: and then to go to Providence in the
Bahamas. Governor Tonyn has always behaved to him with
great attention and kindness.
Since the 8th of June, he has baptised 94 children; married 33 couples, and buried 47 corpses.
He has also attended several condemned criminals in the
very hottest season of the year. That duty was very uncomfortable. The poor wretches appeared very penitent, and
thankful for his punctual attendance.
AGREED that a gratuity of 30 pounds be granted to Mr. Seymour.

From the above we must agree that a foundation
of the English Church existed in Florida, not without
prospects of development. Seymour supplemented the
work of Forbes ; later he succeeded him, thus becoming the only Protestant minister in the province. How
much Anglicanism would have grown had it not been
for the return to Spanish occupation, is matter for conjecture. But with the departure of the English, the
missions of the S. P. G. in Florida came to an abrupt
end. The church at St. Augustine was pulled down
and the material used for the building of a Roman
Catholic church. It is said, however, that one devoted
family used the Common Prayer Book service privately for forty-five years. 8
E DGAR L EGARE P E N N I N G T O N .
8 Chorley, op. cit., p. 124.
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THE PERSONALITY OF PEDRO MENENDEZ
Since the dawn of history, certain men and women
in every age have stood forth from the multitude of
their fellow-men as leaders, thinkers, and achievers.
Each of these famous people had some characteristic
peculiar ‘to himself which caused his prominence. Thus
we find in Alexander the Great a passionate desire
for power; in Jeanne d’Arc, patriotism ; in Christopher Columbus, curiosity ; in Thomas Edison, inventive genius ; in hundreds of others, equally high purposes and ideals.
There are three classes of famous people: those
who are honored more than they deserve, those who
receive praise exactly equal to their deserts, and those
who have earned fame but do not receive it.
The third class is surely the most lamentable. The
person who belongs to that class is unrecognized, for
one reason or another. His heroism has flowered
alone and faded into obscurity. Perhaps those who
should have recorded his feats were incompetent;
and so his worth has been hidden. Or - worst of all he may have committed some unwise act, which
through unfriendly interpretation, became a cloud on
[In connection with the annual meeting of the Society
there were held the finals in an essay contest on certain subjects of Florida’s history open to all Florida high school students,
for prizes offered by Mr. Irving Bacheller and the Society.
Miss Bellamy, of the Orlando High School, won the first prize
for girls with the essay above. The first prize for boys went to
James Erwin of the St. Augustine High School, who wrote
also on Menendez. Second prizes were won by Miss Florence
Tyner, of the Sanford High School, who spoke on Ponce de Leon
and Early Florida Explorers Before Menendez; and Oke Nordgren of the some school, who chose Dr. Andrew Turnbull and
the New Smyrna Colony. All the essays were of unusual merit,
and the Editors hope to publish others of them in future numbers.]
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the fair shield of his fame and. gradually tarnished it
until the shield itself became invisible, and only the
cloud remained.
Of this last class is Pedro Menendez de Aviles, one
of the most admirable and least honored of all the
Spanish dons who visited the coasts of Florida.
His exploits make him worthy to stand in the company of the greatest men who ever lived. And yet,
because of one unfortunate deed of his and because
the chroniclers who should have sung his fame did
not, he is left in the darkness of mediocrity if not actually considered a monster.
Menendez has been misjudged for many years ; but
now, in the modern renaissance when "tolerance" is
the watch-word, his excellence is being unearthed.
People are realizing that Pedro Menendez was one of
those rare men who, by the force of their own personalities, can compel the respect, love, and fear of
all their associates. He was one of those indomitable
commanders who persevere in carrying out the wishes
of their masters, even in the face of mutiny, discontent, and every other discouraging circumstance.
Not only in obeying his king, but in other things,
too, Aviles excelled. The doctrines of his church were
inviolable laws to him. Moreover, he was ever mindful of his wife and family.
In short, Menendez was loyal.
Loyalty was the key-note of his character-loyalty to his religion, to his king, and to his family.
Every fiber of his being was pervaded by that fundamental sense of loyalty. All his actions great and
small, all his words, even all his thoughts, seem to
have been influenced by that supreme loyalty.
That he was greatly attached to Philip II, one can
judge by his correspondence. All his letters breathe
a sincere devotion, first to his God and next to Philip.
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Once, when he had been cast into prison through the
jealousy of the Casa de Contratacion, he wrote to
Philip : “I possess but my sword, and my cloak, and
my honor, which are great riches to me, because I
have been fortunate in my service to Your Majesty.”
In 1563, Aviles was in Spain preparing to take a
short vacation, when news suddenly arrived that his
son, Don Juan, had been shipwrecked on the Florida
coast together with many of Menendez’s friends.
Nothing more could be ascertained. Menendez instantly forgot the well-earned rest and begged permission of the King to go in search of Don Juan and
his companions. The weary voyage to the New World
counted as nothing when the life of his son was at
stake. Duty called and his loyal spirit responded
faithfully.
Philip resolved to turn Menendez’s request to his
own ends. He had long planned to have the coast of
Florida explored. The encroachment of France in
settling at Fort Caroline had been a thorn to his jealous nature. So he proposed to Menendez that he lead
an expedition to explore Florida, to plant colonies, to
convert the Indians, and, as Philip so diplomatically
said, “if in the said coast or land there are settlers or
corsairs or other nations whatsoever not subject to Us,
to drive them out by what means you see fit.” He was
also to have the privilege of seeking his shipwrecked
son.
Menendez promptly accepted, knowing that in
fulfilling this commission he could accomplish at one
time the three main purposes of his life - to extend
his religion, to serve his king, and to manifest his
steady affection for his family and friends.
He did not hesitate, although the whole expense of
the enterprise, amounting to more than one million
ducats, was to be raised by himself. Only one ship
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and two hundred and ninety-nine soldiers were supplied by the King.
After arriving in Florida, he began to convert the
Indians as soon as affairs had been peaceably settled
after the capture of Fort Caroline. The Indians’ were
persuaded to accept Christianity more through observing Menendez’s exemplary conduct than through
the sermons of the priests. Menendez recognized this
and was careful to avoid even the appearance of evil.
On one occasion particularly, his loyalty to his religion was forced to conquer his natural desire for
riches.
He was trying to convert an Indian chief named
Carlos, who ruled the powerful Caloosa tribe. The
Caloosas had large treasures of gold and silver, which
the soldiers obtained from them in exchange for
worthless trinkets. When Carlos visited Menendez’s
ship, the Spanish soldiers urged Menendez to seize
him for ransom. They reminded Aviles that Carlos
had more than one hundred thousand ducats in addition to the immense wealth of his friends and relatives. It must have been a struggle for Menendez to
relinquish this money when he thought of his millionducat debt. But he resisted the temptation, and as a
result the Caloosas were eventually converted.
To understand the massacre of the French, which
has so long been the cloud on Menendez’s fame, one
should try to‘detect his motive.
The Spanish accounts, which are generally accepted in preference to the more prejudiced French
versions, all agree that Menendez demanded the surrender of the French unconditionally. He promised
to do with them as he was inspired. The hope was
extremely vague, but the French determined to trust
to it rather than die of starvation.
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Menendez had their hands bound as they came over
in the small boat from the other side of the lagoon.
Then in a very business-like way he gave his orders,
drew a line on the sand farther ahead to mark the
place of death, and went forward while the deed was
done. The very fact that he did not supervise the execution in person is ample proof that he took no joy in
the scene.
Menendez’s own account is straightforward and
sincere. He gives his own reason, hiding nothing and
offering no excuses :
“I put Jean Ribaut and all the rest of them to the
knife, judging it to be necessary to the service of the
Lord Our God and of Your Majesty.”
It must have been a severe trial to his humanity
to put to death so many of his fellow-men. But his unswerving loyalty passed even that test, because he believed that by doing it he could best serve his God and
his King.
That loyalty of his was his glory and his bane.
It inspired him with the zeal of a missionary ; but it
forced him to spend his whole fortune so that his children were left poor at his death. It made him the foremost commander of his day ; but it caused him to commit the act which has been a fatal blot on his name
ever since.
At the pinnacle of his fame, when his loyal service was about to be rewarded with the generalship of
the Great Armada, he suddenly fell sick and died a
week afterwards on September 17, 1574, in his fiftyfifth year.
Before he died, he wrote a letter to his nephew Pedro Menendez Marques, his lieutenant in Florida. In
this last letter, he voiced the love which he felt for
Florida after spending so many years there in the
service of his religion and his King:
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“And after the salvation of my soul there is nothing in this world that I desire more than to see myself
in Florida, to end my days, saving souls.”
Pedro Menendez’s personality places him in the
galaxy of the immortal founders of Florida. His character will be a bridge of friendship between the United
States and Spain, when the people of America realize
the true nobility of his life. Courage, sincerity, tact,
skill, and unselfishness form the arch of that bridge;
and a sublime loyalty is the keystone.
RUTHJEANNE
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THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE SOCIETY
MINUTES
The twenty-fourth annual meeting of The Florida
Historical Society was held at Rollins College, Winter
Park, on Thursday, February 17th, 1927.
Dr. Hamilton Holt, president of Rollins, cordially
welcomed the society and offered it the use of the college for any future meeting. He spoke proudly of the
college as the oldest educational institution in the
State. Its forty-two years of historical background,
he said, was of more worth than large endowments.
His ideals for the college are lofty, the principal ones
being student and faculty bodies of highest quality,
with emphasis upon beauty in every aspect.
He read a letter from President Coolidge expressing regret at his inability to accept the invitation to be
present, and congratulating Dr. Holt’s administration.
The president of the Society, Mr. Arthur T. Williams, was unable to be present, and his response to
Dr. Holt’s cordiality was read by Mr. Frank Drew.
The response acknowledged that Rollins College, by
its invitation to the Society, initiated a pleasant cooperation between it and the educational institutions
of the State. For that reason this meeting was an occasion of historical importance to the Society itself.
Mr. Fred Cubberly was elected the presiding officer, and took the chair.
The secretary called the roll and the following
answered to it: Albertson Public Library, Orlando, by
Miss Brumbaugh ; Mr. Fred Cubberly, Gainesville ;
Mr. A. C. Chase, Winter Park ; Mrs. W. E. Connor,
New Smyrna ; Mr. Frank Drew, Live Oak ; Mr. J. Y.
Detwiler, New Smyrna ; Mr. W. J. Epperson, Bronson ;
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Mr. John Temple Graves, Jacksonville; Mr. A. F.
Knotts, Inglis; Mrs. Townes Randolph Leigh, Gainesville ; Mrs. Garrett Porter, Jacksonville ; Mr. Garrett
Porter, Jacksonville; Dr. James A. Robertson, Washington, D. C.; Mr. Francis M. Williams, Jacksonville;
Mrs. Minnie Moore-Willson, Kissimmee ; Dr. J. H.
Durkee, Jacksonville ; Mrs. J. H. Durkee, Jacksonville;
Mrs. Theodore Strawn, DeLand ; Mrs. T. Frederick
Davis, Mr. T. Frederick Davis, Jacksonville; Rev.
James G. Glass, Orlando; Dr. Hamilton Holt, Winter
Park; Mr. A. J. Hanna, Winter Park.
Proxies were examined and admitted as follows:
H. L. Grady, Burton Barrs, Grosvenor Dawe, Mrs. H.
A. L’Engle, Frank S. Gray, Chas. B. Parkhill, Elizabeth R. Harmon, John G. Ruge, Martha P. Christiancy, Ruth Bryan Owen, V. W. Shields, A. W. Robert&n, Elizabeth V. Long, Albert H. Roberts, Mrs. Nicholas Ware Eppes, Mrs. Sarah R. W. Palmer.
In addition to the message from President Calvin
Coolidge, telegrams of greeting, congratulation, and
best wishes were received from the following members: Mrs. W. T. Eaton and Mrs. Mary E. Apple, for
the St. Petersburg Historical Society ; Judge and Mrs.
Henry F. Atkinson, Miami ; Mrs. F. W. Kirtland, St.
Augustine ; and Governor John W. Martin.
The order of business was then suspended and the
chairman introduced Baron Paul d'Estournelles de
Constant. Ribault and the French colony was the subject allotted to him. He disclaimed profound knowledge of the subject, but mentioned in passing that
Admiral Coligny had endeavored to encourage his
countrymen to develop an important commerce with
America through their love of adventure. The personality of Ribault, he said, had been quite a discovery
for him, and he hoped that historical societies would
discover nothing that could embarrass his expressed
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regard for Ribault. The talk was charming and witty,
and brought him much applause.
Rose Mills Powers read her original ballad “The
Ride of the Thirty Cavaliers”. In seventy dramatic
lines, this poem paints the march of a squadron carrying orders from DeSoto at Apalachee to his fleet in
Tampa Bay. The rhythm of the lines reflects with artistic fidelity the progress and difficulties of the
march ; now cantering smoothly onward, now halting,
alarmed and distressed.
Mrs. Powers acknowledged Grace King as her
source, and vouched for the poem’s historical accuracy. She was complimented on all sides for the
beauty and vigor of her work.
Carita Doggett Corse read a paper on “Florida
History, a Field of Colorful Original Sources,” and
cited as illustrations several letters of which she was
the proud possessor. One of these, from a loyalist
planter to the king of England, dated 1793, described
the things accomplished by the planters in Florida, the
comforts achieved by long arduous labor under his
benign government, and bemoaning the approaching
catastrophe which would engulf them all when the
land should be transferred to Spain. There was a gentle reply from the King, “the matter is closed and cannot be avoided-ships will be provided for your embarkation” with suggestions of other settlements.
These interesting and valuable documents were
donated to the Society by Mrs. Corse.
Jeannette Thurber Connor described “The History
of Florida That is to be Written.” The histories
available are like roads under construction, repelling,
spotty, difficult. To popularize history, the aesthetic
side must be developed. “Those who freed America
should be known and loved by those whom America
has freed”. She closed by paying a charming tribute
to Mrs. Corse.
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Dr. James A. Robertson spoke on “The Significance of History”, dwelling on its inspiring side.
“Events should be told in such a way that their significance is obvious.” Starting, for example, with
primitive Florida, we should be able to form a sequential picture of its growth. Greed, violence, death and
after Jackson, wealth, education and culture, were all
essential and harmonious tones of the picture.
Mr. John Temple Graves spoke on Democracy. In
forceful phraseology he deplored the existing civic
lassitude. The doctrines of Hamilton were contrasted
with those of Jefferson, much-to the latter’s advantage.
“But even those enlightened principles of Democracy,”
he said, “are not foolproof, and can be maintained only
by vigilance.”
His sincerity, earnestness and vigor drove his
longings to the hearts of his audience, and at the close
his listeners were manifestly of one spirit with him.
Mr. Frank Drew exhibited and described to the
meeting the Cross of Patuno, an ancient relic owned by
the Society, remarkable both for its human significance and for the physico-chemical effects which the
hand of time has wrought upon it. Mr. Drew’s penetrating knowledge of ancient symbolism converted the
battered relic into a shining emblem, far more expressive to the spiritual eye than to the organ of sight. A
full description of this cross will be published in the
QUARTERLY .

A recess was announced for luncheon.
At luncheon, Mr. John Temple Graves represented
the Society as toastmaster and gave full expression to
that sunny side, which no Florida gathering, however
austere, can suppress.
Many celebrities were present and were all generous in their contributions to the enjoyment. Corra
Harris told of her delight in Florida and of her re-
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luctance to leave it; Clinton Scollard read, with telling
effect, three of his poems ; Minnie Moore-Willson told
many interesting things about the Seminoles and their
music; Baron Paul d’Estournelles de Constant spoke
in appreciation of his reception in Florida, with an
eloquent and touching appeal for continued and unbroken friendship between the United States and his
native France ; Irving Bacheller rose to a toast; and
Mr. A. J. Hanna received many humorous left-handed
compliments upon his kaiser-like management of the
affair.
At 2 p. m. the business session was resumed at the
Woman’s Club. The President’s report was read.
[This follows]
The report of Treasurer F. W. Hoyt was read and
accepted. [This follows]
It was resolved to incorporate that part of the
President’s address touching upon the deaths of members, C. B. Rogers, Geo. M. West, William M. Corry,
A. H. Phinney, Fred T. Myers, Mrs. M. B. Waties,
and Ambrose Lee, into a memorial, of which copies
should be sent to the bereaved families.
A vote of thanks was tendered to Mrs. Corse and
Mr. Detwiler ; to Mrs. Corse for the gift of the letters
already described, and to Mr. Detwiler for the gift of
a copy of Achille. Murat Principles of Republican
Government, published in Paris in 1833 and bearing an
inscription from the author.
Resolved, That the President appoint a building
committee to plan for the building of a museum, to
report available sites, and to present its information to
the next annual meeting.
Resolved, That the President appoint a committee
to consider. the feasibility of locating and marking
points of interest in the explorations of Narvaez, DeSoto and others.
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Invitations were received to hold the next meeting
at Southern College, Lakeland, this invitation being
extended by President L. M. Spivey through Professor
S. F. Coe ; and another from the St. Augustine Historical Society to hold it in St. Augustine, extended by
Mrs. Underwood and Mrs. Willson. The meeting voted
to accept President Spivey’s invitation, and to reserve
the following meeting for St. Augustine, if the invitation was renewed.
For the election of officers for the ensuing year,
Dr. Robertson and Mr. T. Frederick Davis were appointed a nominating committee.
Mr. Arthur T. Williams was reelected president by
standing acclamation.
The committee reported nominees as follows:
1st vice-president, Philip K. Yonge; 2nd vicepresident, Fred Cubberly; treasurer, Fred W. Hoyt;
secretary, Francis M. Williams ; assistant secretary,
Emma Rochelle Porter, and four directors, Julien C.
Yonge, A. J. Hanna, Philip S. May and Frank Drew.
The nominations were ordered closed, and the secretary was instructed to cast a ballot for the entire
list.
A motion of appreciation and thanks to Mr. A. J.
Hanna for his excellent preparation and direction of
the meeting was cordially given and carried.
Dr. Jenks initiated a lively discussion on making
history interesting.
The minutes of this meeting were read and approved and the session adjourned.
After the meeting the Secretary repaired to the
home of Irving Bacheller, listened to the prize essays
by high school students and awarded the ten dollar
gold pieces toOke Nordgen, of Sanford High School, for his essay
on Dr. Andrew Turnbull and the New Smyrna Colony.
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Miss Florence Tyner, of Sanford High School, for
her essay on Ponce de Leon and early. Florida. explorers.
These essays were of very high grade and their
delivery exceptionally good.
FRANCIS M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.
REPORT OF ARTHUR T. WILLIAMS, PRESIDENT, TO THE TWENTY-FOURTH ANNUAL
MEETING OF THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL
SOCIETY, R O L L I N S C O L L E G E , W I N T E R
PARK, FLORIDA, FEBRUARY 17TH, 1927.
Members of the Florida Historical Society:
It is most gratifying to me to address you in annual meeting assembled within the confines of a college
dedicated to the lofty spiritual, moral and cultural
ideals which are Rollins’s I am confident that my
voice is that of the entire membership of The Florida
Historical Society when I speak of the profound impression made upon me by the little pamphlet entitled
The Rollins Ideal by Hamilton Holt, President of this
college-a pamphlet setting forth in language whose
purity is a delight to the ear, the ideals of educational
and spiritual progress to which Rollins College is dedicated. History, to the average person, is a term too
frequently employed to designate a worthy achievement of the past. Deplorably, this is too often true,
for in this material age, there seems to be little thought
and little time expended upon the development of the
finer, the deeper truths of life. Yet upon these truths,
the comprehension of them, the fighting for them, and
the living of them was history made. It is impossible
that Rollins should fail of its goal. The leadership
which it enjoys is an endowment which has already set
it far upon the road to success. The history of Florida
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has been great in times past; the future holds rich
promise when an institution with the purity of purpose and vision of Rollins is placed at the door of our
youth. May the Florida Historical Society offer to
Rollins College every assistance in its power? We offer it gladly, proud in the thought that a society with
the heritage of ours may combine our efforts in a
cause which is sponsored by an institution such as
yours.
It is my pleasure to submit for your information
the following report of the growth and organic status
of the Society during the past twelve months. As the
functioning power of an organization such as this is
wholly dependent upon the individual interest displayed by its members, it is indeed most gratifying to
me to focus your attention upon the substantial yearly
increase in membership as evidenced by the following
statistical scale :
In November, 1924, the Society had enrolled 5 Life
members, 4 Honorary members, and 117 Active members, a total membership of 126. In February, 1926,
there were upon the roster 6 Life members, 2 Honorary
members, 6 Contributing members, and 270 Active
members, a total of 284 names. Today, we have enrolled 5 Life members, 4 Honorary members, 7 Contributing members, and 311 Active members, making
a total membership of 327. An encouraging phase of
this material increase has been the steady expansion
of interest beyond the confines of our own State. Our
national membership numbers 48 and covers a territory from New York to California. This nation-wide
interest is peculiarly fitting, for Florida, by virtue
of its early discovery, is the cradle of our national
existence and its romantic history with its colorful,
tragic sequences was the primal loom upon which the
fabric of a nation was woven.
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The Florida Historical Society wishes to stress the
fact that its membership is not, nor will ever be, limited to a determinate number. History is a chronicle
of the deeds and achievements of man, regardless of
his race, creed, social or financial status, and historical annals are filled with the exploits of the many, not
the few; therefore, it would be presumptuous in the officers of this Society to prohibit a general membership,
thus possibly curtailing interest in an organization
which is essentially the people’s own. It has been
through careful consideration of this important phase
that our membership dues of $2.00 have been placed
within the reach of all. Our only source of revenue is
derived from the dues of the members, therefore, this
decision on the part of the officers creates a financial
difficulty which, we are confident, can be conquered by
the active interest of the individual member. In order
to function satisfactorily and without a deficit, it is
obvious that our membership must be increased. Last
year, in the President’s report, it was frankly stated
that our yearly income did not balance our yearly expenditure. This year such an unhealthy condition has
ceased to exist. The cost of publishing the quarterly
magazine and other incidental expenses necessary to
the routine, work of the Society have been sufficiently
covered by our yearly revenue. This, however, leaves a
balance totally inadequate to permit an expansion of
our worthy cause. The solution of this condition lies
within the power of the individual member. As a
unit of this Society, you are a vital part of the whole.
Its success rests as impartially upon you as upon the
jurisdiction of its officers. If each member, during
the coming year, should be instrumental in placing
upon the roster of the Society one new name, our
necessary expenses, fixed approximately at $600.00 per
annum, would be covered, and a balance of $700.00 per
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annum left in the treasury for the expansion of the Society. I feel that in the mere suggestion lies the solving of our problem.
It is important that we turn our attention to the
erection of a building in which to house our valuable
library and relics, which are being daily increased by
contribution. In this connection, I am happy to impart
to you an offer which has greatly encouraged the officers of the Society and which, I am sure, will prove a
stimulus to your efforts throughout the coming year.
A citizen of Jacksonville, who is intensely interested
in the Florida Historical Society and who desires to
remain at present unnamed, has announced his intention of contributing to the Building Fund of the Society, $5,000.00 when the members themselves have
raised an additional $lO,OOO.OO. Again, I feel that
the suggestion will prove proportionate to the incentive which this generous offer inspires. The coming
year, I am confident, will see a creditable portion of
the $lO,OOO.OO raised.
It will be the future policy of the Society to designate, yearly, certain important constructive work
which falls within the jurisdiction of an historical
society.
First, I would suggest. that The Florida Historical
Society concentrate its energies upon the locating and
marking for posterity the routes of De Narvaez and
De Soto through Florida;
Secondly, That we appropriately mark the important battlefields of the Seminole War;
Thirdly, That we earnestly concentrate our combined efforts upon the preservation of the Indian and
Spanish names of our rivers and localities which are
steeped in the romance of history and song.
Upon this last named phase I feel that I, as President of The Florida Historical Society, would be evad-

Published by STARS, 2020

43

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 5 [2020], Iss. 4, Art. 1

218
ing my duty did I not, unrestrainedly, express an opinion. No state within our Union has the historical
heritage of Florida. The pages of her early history
are veritable treasure sheets of romance, thrilling, adventurous, courageous. Across these illumined sheets
flit world-famous characters-romantic, intriguing
figures whose exploits have been indelibly imprinted
upon the chronicles of the world. No history of North
America could be complete without the history of Florida. Throughout our State are spots whereupon the
makers of history, whether they be of the proud Castilian strain, or of the copper-hued tint of the Indian,
have moved, lived, and ofttimes marked with their lifeblood a particular locality as their own. To those of
us who are familiar with the Spanish and Seminole
languages, these appelations have a descriptive quality peculiarly fitted to the locality. The destruction,
or obliteration, of these names, or the replacing of
them by modern entitlements whose significance in a
few years will have moulded into forgetfulness, is a
desecration. It is the wilful destruction, the tearing
down and casting away of a heritage which is the inalienable right of our children’s children. The Florida
Historical Society, collectively and individually, must
fight to preserve for the nation these entitlements
which open the pages of North American history.
No report of the Florida Historical Society would
be complete without mention of our quarterly magazine and its editor, Julien C. Yonge, of Pensacola. An
organization may function satisfactorily within the
confines of its executive branches, yet, unless there is
an outward and visible sign of its activity, it fails to
hold the interest of the public. The quarterly magazine furnishes this necessary bond of interest. To Mr.
Yonge we acknowledge our debt of gratitude for this
excellent publication. Indefatigable, giving unstint-
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edly of his time to the progression of the Society, to
him must be attributed a great measure of our success. The work he is doing through the medium of the
quarterly magazine is inestimable and it is my earnest
desire that he may be given adequate means to expand
this work yearly.
One year ago today, this Society held its annual
meeting within the rooms of the Historical Society of
St. Petersburg, Florida. The interested member instrumental in perfecting the details of this enjoyable
meeting was Dr. A. H. Phinney of that city. Today,
Dr. Phinney is with us no more. His death occurred a
few days prior to this meeting, and it is my wish to
pause here and pay homage to this gentleman who
gave of his intelligence, his culture, and his energy to
the furtherance of this Society. His activities were
widespread. To him is directly attributable the enrollment of 80 names upon the roster of the Society. The
gleanings of his historical research appeared frequently in the quarterly magazine, and our library has
been enriched again and again with valuable donations, including some very interesting maps of the
early period of Florida history. The Florida Historical Society has lost in Dr. Phinney a member impossible to replace, but we may give most earnest thanks,
that during our brief association, in the declining
years of his life, we furnished him with an interest
which was all-absorbing and which rebounding manyfold upon us, was productive of much fruit.
It also falls upon me to report to you the following
additional losses, by death, in the membership of the
Society during the last twelve months: Mrs. Mary B.
Waties of Tallahassee, at the age of 98 years. This remarkable woman, an exponent of the highest type
of intelligent, cultured womanhood, was an early resident of Florida and one prominently identified with
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much of the interesting history of the State. Entertaining to the day of her death a lively interest in
historical matters, her loss will be keenly felt by all
who deplore the passing of one who was an authority
on the history of the old regime. We have received
notice of the death of Ambrose Lee of New York City
-author, publisher, and a Life member of this Society. Mr. Lee gave unstintedly of his assistance at all
times and frequently enriched the treasury with generous contributions; also we report the death of the
Honorable George M. West of St. Andrews, the author
of numerous pamphlets on historical localities of Florida and a constant contributor to our library of valuable volumes and maps ; Mr. C. B. Rogers of Jacksonville, a Life member, and Mr. W. T. Corry of Quincy.
It is with deep regret that we speak of the passing
from us of Honorable Fred T. Myers of Tallahassee, a
prominent Floridian, whose affiliation with an organization was to endow it with the inestimable gift of his
personality. Brilliant in intellect, fearless in sponsoring the cause of right, giving unreservedly of his mental and physical energy to the service of his State, his
was a character of whom not only this organization,
but the State of Florida may be justly proud. The
Florida Historical Society mourns their passing and,
as President, I suggest that suitable memorials be prepared for publication in the succeeding issue of the
quarterly magazine.
Respectfully submitted,
ARTHUR T. WILLIAMS,
President.
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STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND
DISBURSEMENTS
BY FRED W. HOYT, TREASURER
FOR THE YEAR ENDING JAN. 31, 1927
RECEIPTS

Balance in bank Jan. 31, 1926, as per last report ___ ____ __________ ______ ___________ _____ _________ ______ __ ____ $185.05
Received for dues, etc. _______ ____ ____________ _________ 706.65
30% dividend received from U. S. Trust Co ______ 20.15
Interest credited on bank balance _____ ____ _____ ____
5.38
Total receipts ________________ _______________________________ $917.23
DISBURSEMENTS

Pepper Printing Co., printing ____ _______ $712.23
H. & W. B. Drew Co., printing _______ _____
7.60
Respess-Johnson, engraving ______ ________
6.00
Total disbursements ___________ ______ ___

$725.83

Bank balance Jan. 31, 1927 _________ _______________ $191.40
Respectfully submitted,
FRED W. HOYT, Treasurer.
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NOTES AND COMMENT
The story of Tallahassee, of St. Joseph, of early
Jacksonville holds a nearer and a greater interest for
most of us than does that of colonial St. Augustine
and Pensacola, of St. Marks, of New Smyrna. All of
the latter take us back into a century in which none
of us have lived, but more, they take us to a country
which seems nearly as far from our own Florida as
are the countries from whence came the people who
lived in those old towns. Only a handful of present-day
Floridians are descendants of those. who lived here before Florida became territory of the United States.
Practically all of these were settlers during the second
Spanish occupation. Perhaps not half-a-dozen families still in existence here came to Florida during the
English occupation. It would be of much interest to
know whether any family has lived in Florida continuously from the period of the first Spanish occupation to the present.
The history of Florida since 1821 is (or so it seems
to the editors, even though the families of both come
down from a former period) a narration of events and
activities almost of our own early lives; and (or so
it seems) the happenings during those other periods
might almost have occurred in Spain and in England.
Hence the story of the St. Joseph which is gone, and
that of the old Tallahassee which is fast going, is more
stirring and of greater import than is that of the dead
St. Augustine.
It is monotonous to repeat what is said on all sides
-that the history of Florida is still to be written.
There is no adequate history of the State ; it would be
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impossible to write such a one at the present time.
Source materials for the work must first be collected,
and all of those now in existence for the period of our
own hundred years are distressingly meager.
When Dr. James 0. Knauss came to Florida several years ago to teach history at the Florida State
College for Women, he was soon aware of this lack,
and especially the need for a general knowledge of
what little has been preserved. He determined to do
what he could to supply this latter deficiency. The
most important single source for that century’s history is the newspapers. So taking the first, the territorial, period, 1821-1845, he made an extensive and intensive search during more than two years to locate,
examine, and list all copies of Florida papers in existence. The greater part of his spare time and his vacations were spent in correspondence and active search.
He went to Key West to examine files there; to Pensacola ; to Worcester, Massachusetts, to see the files in
the collection of the American Antiquarian Society ;
he saw those in New York City ; and worked some
weeks in those in the Library of Congress. The results
have now appeared in Territorial Florida Journalism,
one of the outstanding secondary studies,’and the one
greatest help for the future historian, of that important period, in Florida. The volume is far more than a
check-list of all known copies of these Florida newspapers-but it will be reviewed in an early number of the
Q UAR T ERLY .

Jean Ribaut, The Whole & True Discouerye of
Terra Florida, Jeannette Thurber Connor’s third contribution to the writing of Florida’s history, has come
from the press. The volume consists of a facsimile reprint of the English edition (London, 1563) of Ribaut’s
Terra Florida; a transcript of what was probably the
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original manuscript of that work, with notes by H. M.
Biggar ; a biography of Ribaut, by Mrs. Connor; her
address before the Florida Daughters of the American
Revolution on the discovery of LeMoyne’s picture of
the Ribaut column planted near the mouth of the St.
Johns River; and an essay on the site of Charlesfort,
by A. S. Salley, Jr.
The book is pleasing throughout. While its publication is not the event to the historian of Florida that
the appearance of her former works was, it is of real
value to him, and is of even greater interest than they
were to the bibliophile and the collector. Her Ribaut
now supplements her Menendez and-if any historical
narrative can be called complete-completes for us the
story of the most moving as well as outstanding episode of Florida’s early history.
C. Roy Watson, of Marco, has written a series of
readable and worthwhile sketches, History of Ten
Thousand Islands of Florida, which have been published in four issues of the American Eagle, of Estero.
He says in his introduction-“This little history was
written as a new era was dawning in the Ten Thousand Islands and the older generation of settlers was
fast passing. The author spent many hours listening
to the reminiscences of the old-timers. The Islands
are really very rich in the lore of adventure and anecdote . . . . and this little history may serve as an
outline and compendium of historical data for the section.” He has given copies of the sketches to the
library of the Society where they will be carefully preserved and where they will be available to any one interested in reading them.
Throughout Florida there are many towns, localities, and districts where present conditions are identical with those of his own section-where early events,
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often stirring, sometimes important, are fast being
forgotten, and of which little or nothing has been recorded. Few of the actors, or those who knew the
actors, are still living. Soon it will be impossible to
make any record of these happenings, and the early
history of that place or section must always remain
more or less unknown.
There has been a recent awakening to this local
need here and there in the State, but in many other
places whose history is of equal interest and importance nothing has been done. Mr. Watson has found
much pleasure in collecting and recording this material ; and, so far as known, every one without exception
who has undertaken any work of this nature has felt
a steadily growing interest and satisfaction in it. Several local histories were written in Florida during
former generations the authors of which are remembered by their communities only because of that work,
and their names will be known by a few at least as long
as those distinct localities remain.
During the past quarter fifty-eight members have
been added to the roll of the Society. Nine members
have been lost by death during this time, and several
names have been taken from the list because of unpaid
dues. On March 17 the roll shows three hundred and
sixty-four members in good standing. The fifty-eight
new members live in every part of Florida and a few
without the State.
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MEMBERSHIP ROLL OF
THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
HONORARY

MEMBERS
Jacksonville
New Smyrna
Live Oak
Washington

T. Frederick Davis
John Y. Detwiler
Frank Drew
Duncan U. Fletcher
LIFE

MEMBERS
Jacksonville
Jacksonville
Miami
Jacksonville
Jacksonville

Walter F. Coachman
Arthur G. Cummer
Roger Perrine DeLano
James R. Taliaferro
Arthur T. Williams
CONTRIBUTING
Call, Rhydon M.
Connor, Mrs. Washington E.
L’Engle, Edward M.
Palmer, Mrs. Sarah R. W.
Robins, Mrs. Raymond
Warfield, S. Davies
Yonge, Philip K.
ACTIVE
Averette, Mrs. Annie
Appleyard, T. J.
Apple, Mrs. Mary E.
Andrews, C. 0.
Adams, John R.
Atkinson, H. F.
Abbey, Katherine T.
Albertson Public Library
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MEMBERS
Jacksonville
New York City
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